Except for the sun this has an important bearing on the intensity of radiations which varies inversely as the square of the distance. If it is 1 at the distance of one foot it will be 1/4 at the distance of 2 feet and 1/9 at the distance of 3 feet.
Time of irradiation.
This is determined separately for each patient according to the sensitivity of his skin. The skin reaction is empirically classified in four grades. This erythema value of skin sensibility is the best guide known at present to determine the beginning dose as well as the future increment of dose necessary to have the best result.
5. Area of skin exposed. A small dose should be given if a large area is to be exposed and a large dose can be given if a small localized area is to be' irradiated. 
